
 

 

Small Groups @ Moncton Wesleyan 
“Fall Kickoff 2019” 
Sunday Message September 15th, 2019 
 

 Hangout time (10 min) 

 Discuss (1 hour) 

 Pray (20 min) 
 
 
Leaders: remember to print this so everyone in your group has a copy. 
 
DISCUSSION (1 hour) 
 
1. Welcome back!  

 

 What were some of your highlights from this past summer?  

 Of the four seasons, which is your favourite? Why? 

 What are you most looking forward to this fall season at home, at work/school, at 
church? 

 
2. This Sunday Joel talked about the value of knowing your purpose in life.   
 

 Have you ever had a season of life when you weren’t sure what you should be doing? 
What was that like? How did you find direction? Did God speak to you in that season?  

 What are some of the ways that you try to stay focused on your life’s purpose? How 
would you advise others to stay on track spiritually? 

 
3. Let’s get our Bibles (or search the internet on your phone) and find Matthew 22. Will 
someone read out loud for us from Matthew 22:36-40?  Love God and love others; that is our 
purpose. 
 

 Think of your family and neighbors, media and television. What does the world say the 
purpose of life is?   

 Why do people resist putting God first?  

 In loving others, last year many of our Small Groups did amazing work serving in the 
community. Were you involved in any of our outreach projects?  What was that like for 
you? How does serving others communicate the love of Jesus? 

 
4. When Jesus offers the Great Commandment as the purpose of life, he isn’t just making things 
up off the top of his head. He’s actually quoting from Moses in Deuteronomy 6. This passage is 
called “the Shema” (sheh-mah) which is Hebrew for hear or listen. In this chapter Moses is 
giving his own kickoff sermon before the Israelites go into the Promised Land. Let’s all find 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9, and will someone please read it for us?  



 

 

 

 Verse 6 talks about having the “words written on our heart.” What do you think this 
means? What are some ways one can study and meditate on God’s Word? Why is this 
important? What happens when we don’t do this? 

 Verses 8 and 9 talk about physical reminders of Scripture that the Israelites should set 
up. Do you have any physical reminders of Scripture that you have set up around you?  

 Why is it so easy to forget God?  

 Do you think the barrage of information, social media, social pressure and material 
goods of our world today make it harder for people to focus on and comprehend God's 
Word today than 30 years ago?  Why or why not? 

 Are there ways that modern technology can help a person have ready access to God’s 
Word? 

 
5. One last part of this chapter before we end for today. Let’s finish with the end of 
Deuteronomy chapter 6. Will someone read verses 20-25? Everyone, let’s take a few quiet 
moments to quietly read back through and meditate on verses 20-25?  (Allow 2 minutes) 
 

 What stands out to you here in these verses? What is God saying to us?  

 Why is it important to share stories with younger generations?  
 
 
PRAYER TIME 

 
How can we pray for each other this week?  How can we pray for our friends and family who 
need Jesus?  How can we pray for our community and the mission of Christ’s Church?  


